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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, SHUM, UY 

SUBJECT: GOU RELEASES DATA ON CASE LOAD OF MILITARY JUSTICE 
SYSTEM 

1 . THE GOU ON JUNE 20, IN AN OBVIOUS REACTION TO ABA 

MISSION RECOMMENDATIONS, ISSUED ITS MOST COMPLETE ACCOUNTING 
TO DATE OF THE MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM'S CASELOAD. SPEAKING 
BEFORE THE PRESS, COL. FEDERICO SILVA LEDESMA (CHIEF OF THE 
SUPREME MILITARY TRIBUNAL) ANNOUNCED THAT, IN THEIR SIX 
YEARS OF OPERATION, MILITARY COURTS HAD PROCESSED 5602 ACCUSED 
SUBVERSIVES, INCLUDING AN UNSPECIFICED NUMBER OF CASES TRANS- 
FERRED FROM CIVIL COURTS. CHARTES WERE DISMISSED WITHOUT 
TRIAL, FOR LACK OF EVIDENCE, IN 1 182 CASES, OR ABOUT 21 PER- 
CENT. OF THE REMAINING 4420 INDICTED, SENTENCES HAVE BEEN 
HANDED DOWN SO FAR IN 3146 CASES, OR 71 PERCENT. INTERESTINGLY, 
OF THIS LATTER TOTAL 2511 WERE ORDERS OF RELEASE - NOT 
FURTHER SPECIFIED BUT PRESUMABLY INCLUDING ACQUITTALS AND 
COMPLETED SENTENCES. 
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2. ACCORDING TO COL. SILVA, 91 NEW INDICTMENTS HAD BEEN 
FILD THUS FAR IN 1978; 245 SENTENCES HANDED DOWN; AND A 
TOTAL OF 254 DETAINEES FREED FOR ALL CAUSES. IN HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE, SOLVA MADE SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE ABA MISSION, 
NOTING THAT VISITING JURISTS BUTLER AND REQUE HAD BEEN 
"AGREEABLY SURPRISED" AT THE RATE AT WHICH THE MILITARY 
JUSTICE SYSTEM WAS PROCEEDING (ABOUT 900 CASES PER YEAR, 
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WITH 700 FINAL JUDGEMENTS). EXTRAPOLATING FROM SILVA'S 
FIGURES, THERE ARE 1909 ACCUSED SUBVERSIVES PRESENTLY DE- 
TAINED THROUGH THE MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM - 1274 INDICTED 
ANS AWAITING COMPLETION OF TRIAL PROCEEDINGS, PLUS 635 
SERVING SENTENCES. 

3. COMMENT: TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, SILVA'S FIGURES ARE A COM- 
PLETE AND ACCURATE ACCOUNTING OF THE CASES PROCESSED TO DATE 
BY THE MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM. THESE FIGURES, HOWEVER, DO 
NOT INCLUDE THOSE WHO ARE STILL IN THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGA- 
TIVE STAGE AND BEING HELD UNDER THE EMERGENCY SECURITY MEA- 
SURES (MEDIDAS PRONTAS) OUTSIDE THE MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM. 

THE NUMBER OF SUCH DETAINEES IS UNKNOWN. THE GOU'S SHARPLY 
REDUCED RECOURSE TO THE MEDIDAS PRONTAS AND THE APPARENT 
DROPOFF IN ARRESTS THIS YEAR LEAD SOME MEMBERS OF THE MISSION TO 
TO ESTIMATE THAT THE NUMBER OF SUCH DETAINEES HAS DECLINED 
TO LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED, WHILE OTHERS BELIEVE IT MAY BE AS 
HIGH AS THREE HUNDRED. WE WILL CONTINUE TO URGE THE GOU TO 
CONFIRM THE NUMBER OF THESE DETAINEES SO THAT AN OFFICIAL 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS HELD FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 
OFFENSES WILL BE AVAILABLE. 

CHEEK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DATA, PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, POLICIES, MILITARY JUSTICE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 26 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MONTEV02073 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780265-0640 

Format: TEL 

From: MONTEVIDEO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780620/aaaaarml.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9219ee7f-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2210758 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOU RELEASES DATA ON CASE LOAD OF MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM 
TAGS: PGOV, SHUM, UY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/921 9ee7f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



